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How Does God Make Himself 
Visible to His People? 


God makes Himself audible to His people by the 
faithful exposition of His word, the Holy Spirit 
accompanying and blessing the preaching and the 
hearing thereof that it may be God’s revelation 
to His flock. “God has ordained His Word as 
the instrument by which Jesus Christ, with all 
His grace is dispensed to us.” The Church rests 
upon the Word as the foundation with the sacra- 
ments in a strictly subordinate position as sup- 
porting stays. Yet it is in the sacraments that God 
has willed to make Himself visible, even as in the 
Word He makes Himself audible to His congre- 
gation. 


This is the concluding work of the Rev. R. S. 
Wallace’s study on CALVIN OF THE WORD 
AND SACRAMENT. “God has amply provided 

for our need of visible ritual in the institution 

of the sacraments, and it would be presumption 
and ingratitude to seek to improve on what God 
has instituted. . . . If the preacher is faithfully 
expounding the Word of God, and the sacra- 
ments are rightly and frequently being admin- 
istered, no man should need more by which to 
enable him to grasp Christ, and to be enabled 
to do that is to be enabled to worship rightly. . . . 


“These two sacraments are the image by which 
it has pleased God to be represented to His 
people. We must worship God only in the 
image of His own choosing. . . . It is not for 
men to seek to improve on what God has or- 
dained. They are the signs and seals of the 
New Covenant which is a covenant of grace, 
and man, as a recipient of the grace of God, 
cannot take the initiative against God. They 
are the signs of God’s presence and men cannot 
bring God down into their midst by setting up 
new forms of ritual, however emotionally ap- 
pealing to the observer. They are the mirrors 
in which we alone can see (though darkly) the 
face of God, therefore ‘it becomes us steadily to 
fix our eyes on this view that it may not be with 
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us as with the Papists, who, by means of the 
wildest inventions, wickedly transform God into 
whatever shapes please their fancy, or their 
brains have conceived.’ 


“It is always our duty to enquire by what 
the Lord wished His Church to be governed, 
for He alone knows thoroughly what is expedi- 
ent for us.’ . . . ‘We must take heed, lest we, 
while seeking to adapt our own inventions to 
Christ, transfigure Him . . . so that He should 
not be at all like Himself.’ ‘When I consider 
the proper end for which Churches are erected, 
it appears to me more unbecoming their sacred- 
ness than I can tell, to admit any other images 
than those living symbols which the Lord has 
consecrated by His own Word: I mean Baptism 
and the Lord’s Supper, with the other cere- 
monies. By these our eyes ought to be more 
steadily fixed and more vividly impressed, than 
to require the aid of any images which the wit 
of man may devise.’ ” 


Calvin did not want the visible centre of the 
Church’s worship to be left blank for long periods 
of the year. He says: “All this mass of (Roman 
Catholic) ceremonies being abandoned, the sacra- 
ment might be celebrated in the most becoming 
manner, if it were dispensed in the Church very 
frequently, at least once a week.” 


Where our people are yearning for a more vis- 
ible manifestation of God than the preaching of 
the Word why not try Calvin’s advice? Remove 
the so-called pictures of the face of Jesus and 
follow the preaching of Jesus Christ and Him 
crucified with the weekly celebration of the Lord’s 
Supper. The Word reads, “For as often as ye 
eat of this bread and drink of this cup ye do show 
the Lord’s death till He come.” Calvin says that 
when the Church has ministers of the Gospel who 
penetrate the consciences of men and make them 
see Christ crucified and feel the shedding of His 
blood—“when the Church has painters such 4s 
these, she no longer needs the dead images of 
wood and stone, she no longer requires pictures.” 


W.C.R. 
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The Inexorable Link 


The basis of the Gospel rests squarely on the 
person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ. There- 
fore it is of vital importance that we know who 
He is and what He did. Detract from Him in 
any particular and the Gospel has been im- 
aired to just that degree. Distort the picture 
of the eternal Son of God and you distort the 
Gospel message in so doing. 


It should be axiomatic that man _ believe 
in and accept the Christ who has _ been 
revealed to us in the Scriptures, not an imag- 
inary Christ. The Christ of experience and the 
Christ of the Scriptures must be the same Christ. 
The importance of this thesis cannot be over 
stated for there have always been those who 
speak of and affirm allegiance to a different 
Christ, one who is the combined product of 
unbelief and human imagination. 


It is popular today to say, “I believe in the 
virgin birth but faith in this doctrine has 
nothing to do with one’s salvation.” Such a 
statement is just about as sensible as to say, 
“I believe in diesel locomotives but this has 
nothing to do with my bank account.” One 
is but confusing one point by raising a different 
one. When one speaks of the doctrine of the 
virgin birth he is not talking about the work 
of the Lord but about His person. When one 
speaks of diesel locomotives he is speaking of 
transportation, not of finance. 


But, the statement, “I believe in the virgin 
birth but such belief is not essential to salva- 
tions” needs an honest appraisal. For a non- 
Christian, uninstructed in the Word and con- 
fronted with the claims of Christ, the immediate 
question is one of faith in Him as the Son of 
God and Saviour from sin. But, as we grow in 
our knowledge of Him we find that the virgin 
birth is an inescapable part of the record and 
that to accept Him but deny the record about 
Him is in essence to say we believe in someone 
other than the Christ of the Bible. 


The “biological implications” of the virgin 
birth are no more difficult to accept than the 
fact of our Lord’s resurrection, or the fact of 
the new-birth. Christianity as a whole is a super- 
natural religion, having to do with the sovereign 
God of the universe and His eternal Son. Elim- 
inate the supernatural and you eliminate Chris- 
lianity itself. 


Tamper with revealed truths about the 
person and work of Christ and one immediately 
finds himself in the quicksands of uncertainty 
and speculation. One false hypothesis leads to 
another, one unwarranted assumption to an- 
other, one denial to another. 


On the other hand, accept the revealed rec- 
ord about Christ and one finds that it all fits 
together perfectly. In so doing logic and reason 
find perfect accord with faith. 


We have referred to the virgin birth as one 
illustration of those things about which the 
Scripture is explicit. Others have to do with 
His deity, miraculous powers, divine wisdom, 
atoning death, bodily resurrection and certain 
return. To say that one accepts Christ but 
not these things about Christ is but to reject 
the Christ of the Bible in favor of someone else. 


Little wonder that the Gospel of Christ is 
inexorably linked with His person and work. 
—L.N.B. 





“The Holy Spirit Is 
Not a Skeptic” 


In his great debate with Erasmus, Luther de- 
clared: “For the Holy Spirit is not a Skeptic, nor 
are what He has written on our hearts our own 
doubts and opinions, but assertions far more certain 
and firm than life itself and all human experi- 
ence.” In the same book, the Reformer gloried in 
asserting over and over again the great facts of 
the faith. He answered Erasmus’ objection to the 
emphasis and clarity of these protestations thus: 
“Take away assertions, and you take away Chris- 
tianity.” 


When John Witherspoon undertook to rehabili- 
tate the evangelical cause in Scotland against the 
inroads of “moderatism” he dipped his pen in 
satire and wrote Ecclesiastical Characteristics, the 
Arcana of Church Policy. Here he ridicules the 
moderate machine and its methods: “All those 
suspected of heresy are to be esteemed men of 
great genius.” “It is a necessary part of a mod- 
erate man’s character that he always speak of the 
Confession of Faith with a sneer.” ‘Moderates 
must always speak of their evangelical opponents 
as knaves and fools but have great charity for 
atheists and deists. A candidate for a pastorate 
unpopular with the evangelical people “must be 
praised for his remarkable abilities.” 
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Brethren, it is not a mark of a great mind to 
air its difficulties with this or that article of the 
Christian faith. Rather it is a form of human 
conceit brought in by the alienation of man from 
God. It is hard for any of us to bow to God’s 
will, to be content to think His thoughts after 
Him. But it is not hard because we are so brilliant; 
rather it is because we are so self-willed and so 
proud. In Christ we see that God is humble, but 
man is still proud. 


Christian faith is wrought by the Holy Spirit, 
Who takes of the things of Christ and shows them 
unto us. The Spirit acts with the Word both in 
the preacher and in the hearer, so that Gospel 
preaching is not with persuasive words of man’s 
wisdom but in demonstration of the Spirit and 
with saving power. As Calvin points out, the 
the Spirit has been promised for this reason, namely, 
to impress the truth of the Gospel on our minds. 
“It is no less unreasonable to boast of the Spirit 
without the Word, than it would be an absurd 
thing to bring forward the Word without the 
Spirit.” Where our Lord Jesus Christ is preached, 
in His death for our sins and His resurrection for 
our justification, there the Spirit works faith and 
unites believers to their Saviour. The Holy Spirit 
is the Giver of Christian faith, He is not a skeptic. 


At this point, however, a word of warning needs 
to be said. In all His actions God is the Lord, 
gracious in all His ways. We can never put God 
in the red to us by our orthodoxy, our views of 
inspiration, of the millenium, of the atonement, 
of the person of Christ, of His bodily resurrection, 
or Virgin Birth. God is not under obligation to 
a man because that man has kept the fourth 
commandment, or the second, or the eighth, or 
has spent an hour in prayer. We ought to pro- 
claim the whole counsel of God in gratitude to 
Him for saving us. But our so proclaiming is not 
magic. We do not thereby take God into our 
possession to use Him for our own glory. As 
Billy Graham is well saying, the living God does 
not share His glory with any man. 


As we seek to give God all the glory, let us 
remember that the Holy Spirit is not a skeptic 
and honor Him by proclaiming the whole Gospel 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Away with 
this parading of doubts as though they were marks 
of great acumen, or deserving of special con- 
sideration. 


W.C.R 





Calvin Rejects Kenosis 


In his book on Calvin’s Doctrine of the Word 
and Sacrament, Rev. R. S. Wallace of Scotland 
shows that John Calvin emphatically rejected the 
interpretation that Christ emptied Himself of His 
Deity in becoming man. With detailed citations 
and careful translation from Calvin’s works Wal- 
lace concludes: 
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“For Calvin the ‘kenosis’ referred to in Philip. 
pians 2:7 cannot mean a self deprivation op 
the part of the Word or any of His divine 
attributes but should be applied to the self. 
concealment of the Word, in the gracious act of 
uniting Himself with flesh, and to the humilj- 
ation experienced throughout His human life. 
‘Christ indeed could not divest Himself of His 
Godhead; but He kept it concealed for a time, 
that it might not be seen, under the weakness 
of the flesh. Hence He laid aside His glory, 
in the view of men, not by lessening it, but by 
concealing it. . . . This emptying is applicable 
exclusively to His humanity.’ In taking upon 
Himself our condition, He always retained His 
divine majesty. Calvin strongly repudiates any 
suggestion that the union of the divine and 
human altered either nature in any way. “There 
have been heretics who have endeavored to main- 
tain that the majesty and Godhead of Jesus 
Christ, His heavenly essence, was forthwith 
changed into flesh and manhood. Thus did some 
say, with many other cursed blasphemies, that 
Jesus Christ was made man. What will follow 
thereupon? God must forego His nature and 
His spiritual essence must be turned into flesh. 
They go further and say Jesus Christ is no man, 
but His flesh has become God. These are mar- 
velous alchemists to make so many new natures 


of Jesus Christ.’” ... p. 16 


“The transfiguration is for Calvin proof that 
‘so long as Christ remained in the world bearing 
the form of a servant . . . nothing had been 
taken from Him. The transfiguration is thus 
the breaking through the veil of the flesh of a 
glory that was always there.’ 


“This view is consistent with Calvin’s teach- 
ing that in the act of the incarnation the Word 
of God did not abandon His heavenly throne. 
Though really dwelling in the flesh in all His 
fullness so that it may be said that the whole 
God is in Jesus Christ, nevertheless the Word 
at the same time continued to fulfill all His 
heavenly functions unimpaired, so that it may 
be said that the whole Godhead was also out- 
side of Christ. ‘Another absurdity . . . viz, that 
if the Word of God became incarnate, it must 
have been enclosed in the narrow tenement of 
an earthly body, is sheer petulance. For although 
the boundless essence of the Word was united 
with human nature in one person, we have no 
idea of any enclosing. The Son of God de- 
scended miraculously from heaven, yet without 
abandoning heaven; was pleased to be conceived 
miraculously in the virgin’s womb, to live upon 
the earth, and hang upon the cross, and yet 
always filled the world as from the beginning.’ 
‘His being a servant was not owing to His 
nature, but to a voluntary humility. . . . Christ 
is a minister in such a way that though He is 
in our flesh, nothing is diminshed from the 
majesty of his domain.” W.C.R 
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Random Paragraphs 


How Confused Can We Get? 

The story is being told of a man who entered 
a Washington book store and after a moment 
of hesitation said: “I want a copy of that book, 
GIVE ME A PIECE OF YOUR MIND, by 
Rabbi Norman Vincent Sheen.” 


Socialism—How to accomplish it! 
If it moves CONTROL it! 
If you can’t control it TAX it! 
If you can’t tax it SUBSIDIZE IT! 


America is experiencing a form of creeping 
Socialism which can and will destroy the very 
heart and basis of American freedom and 
prosperity. 


There are dozens of countries in the “free 
world” with varying forms of socialistic govern- 
ments. Jn not one of them is there evidence of 
true freedom or prosperity. 


A leading British business man said some 
years ago — “For years we have been drinking 
the poison of Communism from the cup of 
Socialism.” 


Let America beware. Socialism is a blight 
which leads to more and more governmental 
intervention, more and more governmental 
control, and eventually, to the triumph of 
bureaucracy over personal freedom. Any se- 
curity bought at the price of essential freedoms 
is a security bought at too great a price. 


* * . _ * 
Taxi Drivers Know Their Cities: 


Enter a taxi in New York and ask to be 
taken to any address. They immediately know 
where it is, whether on a one-way street or 
not, and the most direct route to take. 


Ask the average Christian something specific 
about the Bible and he flounders because he 
does not know his Bible. 


If the men in our armed services could fight 
no better than the average Christian can use 
the weapons with which to fight the Devil we 
would never win a war. 


* * * * * 
Literary Quotes 


It is stimulating to hear a preacher quote 
poetry and other literature but it is more con- 


victing and convincing to hear him quote the 
Bible. 


“A Controversial Figure” 


Two men from the same large Southern city 
were being considered for a work of church- 
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wide importance. The first was dropped because 
he was not interested, the second because he 
is a “controversial figure.” 


Both men had been active in the debate on 
Church union. The first was for union, the 
second opposed. Why should the second be 
considered “controversial” while the first, 
equally active for union, was not so designated? 
Men should be considered for their qualifica- 
tions and such labels not attached to them. As 
a matter of fact, due to the overwhelming de- 
feat of the proposed union the second man 
should have been less “controversial” than the 
first. 


Just think that one over. 


“But For the Grace of God.” 


All of us are tempted to look at people in 
the light of their most unattractive character- 
istic. By the help of the Holy Spirit in our 
hearts we can see them in the light of God’s 
love and mercy. We should never forget that 
but for the grace of God we would be num- 
bered with the worst. 


Christian love, courtesy and compassion are 
irresistible forces but we exercise them only 
too infrequently. It takes Christ in our hearts 
to show forth these graces to others. 


The Unscheduled Bout 


Madison Square Garden has been the scene 
of many fistic encounters. The most recent 
one did not make the sports pages and the final 
decision was a draw, administered by the referee 
mother, to both contestants. 


The service seemed long to the five year old 
son of the evangelist. Across his mother’s lap 
sat his seven year old sister, a good target for 
repressed youthful energies. Quick as a flash 
a little fist reached across and administered a 
resounding thump on the unsuspecting chin. 
Before the mother could sense what was hap- 
pening an equally effective left hook flashed 
across her lap to stop the challenger. 


The aftermath: Administered (not to the 
chins of the participants) a short time later in 
their hotel room. 

—L.N.B. 





PRESBYTERIAN 
JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Division of Consolidated Presbyterian 
College of Synod of N. C. 
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OUR YOUTH. 
Louis C. LAMOTTE, PRESIDENT 
Maxton, North Carolina 
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True Picture of South 
Missed by Writers 


By Davis Lee, Negro Editor, 
In The Newark, N. J., Telegram 


Writers from throughout the world have 
visited the South during the last 12 months to 
get a closeup glimpse of the so-called race issue. 
The large publications in our country have 
sent their best staff reporters into the various 
Southern states, but not one writer has gone 
to the core of this issue, and presented a truth- 
ful, factual, intelligent analysis. 


Practically every article has dealt with the 
social aspect, the feelings and reactions of Negro 
and white people of the region covered. The 
mixing of the races or resistance to it, has been 
the dominant theme. 


There is more to the Negro and white rela- 
tionship in the South than Jim Crowism, than 
political and social equality or the mixing of 
Negro and white kids in the same classroom. 
Nothing has been said about the economic op- 
portunities that Negroes enjoy, or the businesses 
which they own, the security which they enjoy, 
the desire on the part of most Southerners to 
help worthy and enterprising Negroes get ahead. 


No one seems to be concerned about the 
best in the South, but only with the worst. 
Not one writer has come up with the fact that 
a Negro is a clerk in a white drugstore in 
Rosedale, Miss., and that two Negro share- 
croppers have $10,000 each on deposit at the 
Valley Bank in Rosedale. 


None has pointed out that Negro mechanics 
work at the Ford and Buick garages in Cleve- 
land, Miss., and enjoy the same privileges and 
pay scale as the white employes. 


Or that Negro customers completely take 
over the two banks in Port Gibson, Miss., and 
get more courteous consideration than do the 
white customers. 


Not one writer has pointed out that Missis- 
sippi has thousands of top-notch Negro busi- 
nesses, and that Negro progress is keeping pace 
with that in other states. 


None has pointed out that the Negro-owned 
Safe Bus Co., Winston-Salem, N. C., is the larg- 
est Negro owned bus company in the world; 
that Negroes in North Carolina own 700,000 
acres of farmland and that there are more Negro 
farmers in the State than in any other state in 
the Nation. 


North Carolina is the only state in the Nation 
that employs Negro specialists in agriculture 
extension work. There is a state staff of 16. 
There are 49 county agents, 22 assistant agents, 
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and 51 home agents with 10 assistants. In the 
state are 41 farm managers who manage farms 
for white owners. 


A lot has been written about integration in 
the schools of the state. However, the fact that 
the Negro schools, in most instances, are better 
than the white has not been mentioned or that 
Negro teachers receive higher pay than white. 


For instance, in Warrenton, N. C., John 
Graham, the white high-school principal, gets 
$5,550 a year. John Hawkins, the Negro high- 
school principal, gets $7,085 a year. In the 
county are 66 white teachers who draw on an 
average of $351.43 per month. There are 149 
Negro teachers who draw on an average of 
$352.25 per month. 


The Negro in North Carolina eats better, 
dresses better, lives better, and enjoys more in- 
dividual respect from white people than does 
his northern, eastern, and western counterpart. 


Much is being written at present about civil 
rights legislation and opposition to its passage 
by Southerners in the House and Senate. Those 
not familiar with the facts will get the impres- 
sion that the Southern bloc is against the Ne- 
gro. Nothing is further from the truth. These 
Southerners have done more, and will do more, 
for the Negro than will those from other sec- 
tions. 


For instance, Congressman Boykin, of Ala- 
bama, sent a Negro to law school; so has Con- 
gressman L. Mendell Rivers of South Carolina. 
Congressman Pilcher of Georgia spent over $6,- 
000 in cash to defend Lieutenant Saunders, a 
Negro youth of his home town. Senator Tal- 
madge has Negroes running his farm and so 
has Senator Eastland. 


There is not one Southerner in Congress who 
was not either nursed by a Negro or now has 
Negro servants back home. The so-called civil 
rights advocates cannot lay claim to the above 
facts. And all of them combined have not 
done as much for the Negro as has anyone 
mentioned here. 





The Sun and the Moon Stood Still 


By J. V. N. Talmage 
No. 4 SCIENTIFIC METHOD 


The preceding chapters contained the story 
of the military campaign during which Joshua 
commanded the sun and the moon to stand still, 
and the attitude of commentators toward the 
story. From this chapter on, the scientific side 
of the problem and the relationship between 
science and the Bible will be the main topic. 
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When the writer started this scientific in- 
vestigation fourteen years ago, he little dreamed 
how long it would take or how many scientific 
fields would need to be investigated, or how 
very important would be the results in the 
field of science as well as Old Testament study. 
It all began because he thought that the dating 
of stone age men in figures of hundreds of 
thousands was contrary to the teaching of Scrip- 
ture, and therefore must be based on some false 
theory. It seemed that there must be a scien- 
tific gimmick somewhere, and a little detective 
work would prove interesting. After reading the 

pular books on the subject which are often 
found in public libraries, it became increasingly 
evident that the clues to the gimmicks could 
not be found without a thorough scientific study 
of the ice ages during which those prehistoric 
men lived. This study lasted several years, for 
climatic changes were not limited to the neigh- 
borhood of the ice sheets in America and north- 
west Europe but were prevalent throughout the 
world. Moreover besides climatic changes, there 
were oscillations of sea level and other strange 
complications including uplifts of the earth’s 
crust to form mountains and plateaus. 


The greatest marvel of all was that the world’s 
best scientists, in spite of a century of the most 
diligent search, had been unable to fathom why 
these things took place. One, however, cannot 
but admire their faith and perseverance when 
they did not call the ice age a myth just be- 
cause they could not explain them. We are 
reminded of the fundamentalists in their atti- 
tude toward the Bible. 


When in Austin, Texas, in 1944, thanks to 
the courtesy of the Presbyterian Theological 


Seminary there and the librarians of the Uni- 
versity of Texas, the writer gathered enough 
information to find the first important clue 
to the case. All the geologists and prehistorians 
had been working for a century on the basis 


that the world had gotten slowly colder and 


colder, and then after a time slowly warmer 


and warmer again several times, thus causing 
the ice ages, even though no one knew the 
cause for such drastic changes of temperature. 

From the evidence at hand it appeared to the 
writer that glaciation had been too confined 
to fit the current theories and that instead it 
must be due to the movement of the poles. 
During such changes in position of the poles, 
the direction of the axis of the earth remains 
the same. Soon after, it was discovered that 
the polar movements had been caused by catas- 
trophic uplifts in the crust of the earth. But 
why had not geologists discovered this? The 
answer is strange; - the theory demanded rapid 
motion, and rapid motion is “taboo” in ma- 
terialistic geology. 

The writer found that all these phenomena 
could be linked together by well known laws 
of physics, and soon drew up a list of laws gov- 
erning all the main causal relationships. For 
12 years these laws have proved valid without 
material alteration. 


The latest science shows that during this 
wobbling of the poles, the core of the earth 
does not wobble, but the wobbling is due to 
the slipping of the crust of the earth over a 
plastic layer of the core. In Joshua’s time the 
core of the earth did not cease to rotate, but 
due to the uplift in Uganda the crust slipped 
about. 





God's Plan For Financing The Church 


By Rev. Wm. Cooper Cumming 


Westminster Presbyterian Church 
Texarkana, Texas 


Over the years various plans and expedients 
have been tried in the way of answering the 
question of church support. One of the simplest 
plans is not to have a pastor, and that plan 
has been followed by the Friends, or Quakers. 
However, it has often been the experience of 
such churches that with no man devoting his 
entire time and interest to the church, the 
church did not do so well, and in many instances 
it has actually died out. The denomination has 
shrunk instead of expanding and there are today 
nearly as many Presbyterians in Texas (U.S. 
and U.S.A.) as there are Quakers in the entire 
world. 


Another plan was to have a pastor, but not 
to pay him any salary. The Primitive ( or Hard- 
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shell) Baptists have followed this plan, and 
consecrated men have worked under it, but 
they have been tremendously handicapped. They 
have had to farm or to engage in business to 
provide their own support, and in consequence 
have had little time for study and for pastoral 
visiting. Their churches have not been noted 
for their progress and in general have not 
grown—have not kept pace with the growth of 
the population of the country. They have fallen 
behind and in many parts of the country have 
disappeared. 


Still another plan has been for a church itself 
to go into business. The mails are flooded with 
all sorts of offers from commercial houses offer- 
ing churches and church groups all sorts of 
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merchandise and commissions for their sale. 
They are seeking a cheap market for their goods, 
and those that accept their propositions are 
exploited and are brought into competition with 
business men who have paid taxes and license 
fees to operate in that field. If successful in 
selling they tend to arouse ill feeling or resent- 
ment on the part of business men who feel that 
their competition is unfair. 


Such efforts are often not as financially 
profitable as the church people are led to ex- 
pect, and their efforts along these lines mini- 
mize the grace of Christ and often bring re- 
proach and ridicule upon the church. Depend- 
ence on such means lowers the opinion that 
people have of the church. It confuses the 
mission of the church by making finance rather 
than persons the objective, and it centers the 
attention of the members on money-making 
rather than on the saving of souls. Those who 
take part in such endeavors often deceive them- 
selves into thinking that they are pleasing 
Christ, but they are doing something which He 
has not asked, and neglecting to do what He 
has asked, namely “make disciples.” And in 
their endeavors they are often putting a barrier 
between those who might be won and Christ, 
for people get the impression that they are just 
after their money, instead of their hearts. 


Then there are churches that give garden 
parties, oyster suppers, bazaars and theatrical 
performances, laboring “to extract money from 
the pockets of someone else” rather than to 
give it themselves. If you examine the Bible 
from beginning to end you will not find any 
such plans advocated or followed by the people 
of God. Imagine how incongruous it would 
have been for the Israelites to have raised money 
for the building of the Tabernacle in that 
way. Suppose they had said, game is available 
here in this region, we'll give a “game supper” 
to the Amalekites and Hittites, so that we can 
keep for ourselves the earrings and bracelets 
that we got from the Egyptians. Or can you 
connect anything so solemn and grand as the 
dedication of the Temple with a “strawberry 
festival.” Or imagine Nehemiah offering San- 
ballat and Tobiah a theatrical performance for 
the benefit of the walls of Jerusalem. Or pic- 
ture to yourselves if you can, the dismay of 
those women who “ministered to the Lord of 
their substance” if it had been suggested to them 
to have a “fancy work bazaar”, or a “pure food 
sale”, and invite the Pharisees and Sadducees 
as their guests. Or can you imagine the saints 
at Ephesus or Philippi ministering to the wants 
of the saints with a bazaar, or Paul and Silas 
engineering a “tag day”. Such methods were 
not used in Old Testament times nor in the 
New Testament church of the Apostles, but 
they are used in this day of wide-spread spiritual 
decline, and are especially popular with churches 
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that have “a form of godliness but deny the 
power of it.” Is it too much to say that churches 
that depend on such methods do not have the 
power of the Holy Spirit, and it is a rare thing 
to see souls saved in them, or lives transformed, 


Turning now from these worldly methods 
let us ask, Does God have a plan for providing 
for the financial needs of the church? It would 
seem reasonable to suppose so, for He would 
hardly cause churches to be established without 
having a plan for their support. In looking 
through our Bibles for such a plan we may note 
that in the very first book of the Bible tithes 
are mentioned, and in the third book they are 
made explicit, for when the form of worshi 
was established for the nation Israel and the 
priests and Levites were set apart for the service 
of God, this provision was made for their needs: 
(Num. 18:24-28, Deut. 12:17; 14:22-28) a tenth 
part of the produce of the land, whether of grain 
or fruit, and also a tenth part of the increase 
of cattle, both of the flock and of the herd, 
to be given for the worship and service of God. 
And for more than a thousand years this stood 
as the God-appointed means of supporting the 
sanctuary and worship of the nation. 


When we come to the New Testament we 
find Jesus setting the seal of His approval on 
tithing—“this ought ye to have done, and not 
to have left the other undone.” (Matt. 23:24). 
And the plan and principle of it was adopted 


for the New Testament church: “Upon the first 
day of the week, let every one of you lay by 
him in store as God has prospered him” (I Cor 
16:2). Now it doesn’t say how much should 
be given: it names no amount and doesn’t even 
name the tithe, for in the day of Grace giving 
is voluntary and not by legal requirement, but 
it is to be proportionate giving: “As God has 
prospered.” And while it is left to our hearts 
and consciences as to what the proportion should 
be, can we conscientiously put it at less than a 
tithe? 

If that much was needed in Old Testament 
times when there was no place of worship in 
every city and only the temple in Jerusalem, 
the priests and the Levites and their families 
to be provided for, how much more is it needed 
today when our Lord has given us the great 
world program of taking the gospel to every 
creature. We should not stop with thinking of 
a self-supporting church, but of Church Exten- 
sion and our part in that, and World Missions 
and our part in that, and of Christian Educa- 
tion—to say nothing about caring for orphans 
and the aged ministers, their widows and chil- 
dren. Surely, if there was need of a tithe in 
the Old Testament days there is much more need 
of it today. 


Does someone say, You are asking too much? 
Then consider that God gave all, and we would 
have nothing without Him. He gives us the 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 








very ability to get gain, and He entrusts this 
money to us as a stewardship. He will ask 
ys for an accounting of it — how much have 
we spent on recreation and entertainment, on 
unnecessary clothes, on trips and luxuries — 
things of no permanent value, while we were 
niggardly with God. And consider how im- 

rtant is the work of the Church of our Lord 
Jesus Christ! Is there any cause more impor- 
tant than this? Is there anything more worthy 
of our consecrated gifts than the Kingdom of 
Christ? The Lord does not expect those who 
are not Christians to do anything about this, 
for they have no part with Him, but He does 
expect those who are His own people to be 
faithful stewards of the money that He puts 
into their hands. 


When His plan is faithfully followed the ef- 
fect upon the church is wonderful to see: not 
only are all debts paid and all needs met, but 
the church stands forth before the world as 
a body of men and women who love their Mas- 
ter and love His cause enough to meet the 
acid test of money. It not only increases the 
effectiveness of the church in all its depart- 
ments, but the effect upon the individual mem- 
ber is gracious and blessed: his interest is deep- 
ened, he has a sense of being a partner with 
Christ, a shareholder in the greatest enterprise 
in the world, a sense of obedience and an ex- 
pression of gratitude to God that makes all 
the life and work of the church mean more to 
him. There is also a blessing upon him in his 
personal financial problems, for nine-tenths with 
God’s blessing is better than ten-tenths without 
it. 

Sometimes we hear a church spoken of as 
“a wealthy church,” but it is well to remem- 
ber that a church might be composed of million- 
aires and yet be poor and naked and blind in 
God’s sight, while a church composed of poor 
Korean peasants may be abounding in wealth. 
A wealthy church in His sight is one that is 
made up of praying, consecrated people. Let 
us who have received eternal life at the nail- 
scarred hands of Jesus not put our luxuries and 
pleasures first, but put His Kingdom first, and 
be “rich towards God, ready to distribute, will- 
ing to communicate, laying up in store a good 
foundation against the time to come.” 
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Are PARENTS 
TEACHERS 


in your 


church school? 





Parents are our first and most im- 
portant teachers. We recognize this in 
the Christian education of those in our 
Church. The church school provides 
the greatest help parents can receive, 
but cannot assume the parents’ re- 
sponsibility in this all-important task. 
Without the cooperation of the home, 
the church school can hardly hope to 
succeed. 


Our Presbyterian 
Literature 


offers help 
to PARENTS 





We, Presbyterians, provide materials 
to help parents and church schools 
work together. Beginning with birth, 
and continuing through childhood, lit- 
erature is prepared to guide parents 
in the spiritual nurture of their chil- 
dren. Some are separate materials 
(Messages for Parents of Children Un- 
der Two, of Two-Year-Olds, and of 
Three-Year-Olds), while others are 
part of the literature provided in the 
pupil material of the Graded Series 
(Kindergarten, Primary, and Junior). 
If your church does not provide these 
helps for parents, you will surely wish 
to do so. If they are currently pro- 
vided, you will wish to encourage their 
effective use. 


Additional information is available by 
writing the Director of Children’s Work 





Board of Christian Education 
Box 1176, Richmond 9, Virginia 
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LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 1 





By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Jostah: Statesman -- Reformer 


Background Scripture: II Kings 22:1-23; 23:4-25; II Chronicles 34:33-35 


Devotional Reading: Psalm 119:57-64 


Both the father and grandfather of Josiah were wicked. 


His grandfather, Manasseh, after he 


had been bound in fetters and carried to Babylon, besought the Lord — humbled himself greatly 
and took away the strange gods and the idols out of the house of the Lord, repaired the altar and 
commanded Judah to serve the Lord God. He could not undo all the evil that he had done, and 
his reforms did not seem to last, nor could the nation be saved from condemnation. The sins of 


Manasseh sealed the doom of Judah. His son, 
Amon, followed his father’s evil ways instead of 
his good ways and did not humble himself, but 
trespassed more and more. 

Josiah was eight years old when he began 
to reign and he reigned thirty-one years. At 
the age of sixteen he began to seek after the 
God of David his father and four years later, 
when he was twenty, he began his great work 
He was very thorough in his work. He started 
in the right place; with his own heart and life. 
He sought the Lord as a young man and set 
about trying to get his people to do the same 
thing. There was a Personal Seeking before 
there was a National Reformation. Is there 
not a lesson for us here? Many of our leaders, 
both in the Church and in the State, see the 
need for a great Spiritual Awakening. If we 
are in earnest about this, the place to begin 
is in our own hearts and lives. If we as leaders 
seek and find God, then we can be used of 
Him in getting other people to do the same 
thing. Judgment begins at the House of God, 
and it begins with preachers and leaders both 
in Church and State. 


I. Repairing the House of God: 
II Kings 22:1-7. If Chronicles 34:8-13. 


In II Kings this is recorded first among the 
things which he did, but from II Chronicles 
we see that other reforms were carried out 
first and this came later. He began to purge 
Judah and Jerusalem in the twelfth year of 
his reign, and it was the eighteenth year that 
he set about repairing the House of God. The 
Temple not only needed repairing, but purify- 
ing, for it had been profaned by the worship 
of Baal with heathen altars and vessels. Money 
was given to those who did this work, and 
no reckoning was made with them of the money 
that was delivered into their hand, because they 
dealt faithfully. It was a time of spiritual 
awakening and when there is spiritual life we 
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can depend upon men being honest. One of 
the saddest “signs of our times” is dishonesty 
in men in high places. One such “scandal” 
was written up in several articles in the Post 
and I see another “swindle” story in today’s 
issue. Our newspapers are full of investigations 
of various sorts. Oh, for a Revival that would 
make people stop stealing! These workers dealt 
faithfully because they were filled with the 
Spirit of God. 


In a time of spiritual depression and apostasy 
such as had taken place during the reign of 
Manasseh and Amon, the House of God was 
one of the first places to be affected. When 
we see churches neglected, needing new roofs 
and paint and other things, it is a sign of in- 
difference and lack of love for God. When 
this goes further and the House of God is 
turned into a place of heathen worship, then 
it is a sign of apostasy. Judah had been led 
into rank idolatry of the worst sort by the 
two preceding kings. So Josiah had to purge 
the Temple as well as repair it. Jesus had to 
cleanse the Temple twice during His ministry 
of three and a half years. 


II. Finding the Book of the Lord: 
II Kings 22:8-23; II Chronicles 34:14-28. 


“I have found the book of the Lord in the 
house of the Lord.” I am old-fashioned enough 
to like to see “The Book” in the house of the 
Lord—the Pulpit Bible which the preacher 
opens and from which he reads. Whether we 
use the Big Bible on the pulpit, or our own 
copy with which we are more familiar, the 
emphasis should be on the Word of God. The 
Protestant Church, and especially our branch 
of that church, has always insisted upon “preach- 
ing the Word.” The Word of God and the 
Spirit of God are the two mighty forces which 
lead to the conversion of the unsaved and the 
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building up of the Christian in his holy faith 
and Christ-like life. 


Hilkiah the priest finds the book, delivers it 
to Shaphan the scribe, who takes it to the 
king and reads it to him. The effect upon the 
young and tender-hearted king was immediate 
and overwhelming: he rent his clothes. He com- 
manded some of his servants to inquire of the 
Lord concerning the words of the book, for 
great is the wrath of the Lord that is poured 
out upon us. This committee from the king 
went to Huldah the prophetess and she told 
them very plainly the meaning of these words; 
that God was going to bring evil upon them 
because they had forsaken Him. She had a 
word of comfort and encouragement for the 
young king: Because thine heart was tender, 
and thou didst humble thyself before God... 
I also have heard thee . . . neither shall thine 
eyes see all the evil that I will bring upon this 
place. 


Josiah immediately takes steps to make known 
to all the people the contents of the Book. He 
calls for all the elders of Judah and Jerusalem, 
and when they and all the people, great and 
small, are gathered together, he read to them 
these words and made a solemn covenant with 
them to keep the commandments of the Lord 
and walk before Him. It was a tremendous 
event when a king takes the lead in bringing 
about a Reformation. The Book got hold upon 
the heart of Josiah and he became the leader 
in this Revival. (It would be well to compare 
this revival with the one under Nehemiah and 
Ezra. (See Neh. ch. 8). All through the Bible 
and all through Church History it has been 
the rediscovery of the Word of the Lord which 
has led to great Revivals. 


III. His Great Reforms: 
II Kings 23:4-25; II Chronicles 34:33-35. 

This Reformation can be divided into two 
parts: 1. Destructive, and 2. Constructive. There 
must be a tearing down before there can be 
a building up. Part of the work of every re- 
former is to destroy the evil. There were plenty 
of these “abominations” to be gotten rid of, 
and the king took steps to see that this was 
done, and done thoroughly. His father and 
grandfather had filled the land with all the 
signs and symbols of Baal worship. I wish to 
quote some of the phrases used to describe this 
purging. 

And the king commanded Hilkiah to bring 
out of the temple of the Lord all the vessels 
that were made for Baal . . . and he burned 
them . . . and carried the ashes of them unto 
Bethel. And he put down the idolatrous priests 
. . . and he brought out the grove from the 
house of the Lord . . . and he broke down the 
houses of the Sodomites . . . and defiled the 
high places where the priests had burned in- 
cense . . . and he defiled Tophet . . . that no 
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man might make his son or his daughter to 
pass through the fire to Molech . . . and he 
took away the horses that the kings of Judah 
had given to the sun... and burned the chariots 
of the sun with fire . . . and the altars which 
Manasseh had made in the two courts of the 
house of the Lord, did the king beat down .. , 
and cast the dust of them into the brook Kidron 

. and he broke in pieces the images, and 
cut down the groves, and filled their places 
with the bones of men. No king before him 
had done such a thorough destructive work; 


he tried to eradicate every vestige of idolatry 
in the land. 


He did not stop with just destroying idolatry. 
He knew that to do that would be insufficient. 
He had already done one piece of constructive 
work—repairing the Temple. Now he pre. 
pared to keep the feast of the Passover. This, 
of course, had been entirely omitted during 
the two previous reigns. Hezekiah had kept 
this feast, and now Josiah prepared to keep 
it in an even greater way: “And there was no 
Passover like to that kept in Israel from the 
days of Samuel the prophet; neither did all 
the kings of Israel keep such a passover as 
Josiah kept.” The king gave liberally of ani- 
mals for the sacrifice and also the princes and 
the singers contributed to the service. It was 
observed, not as a burden, with with gladness 
and rejoicing. 

A real reformation, or revival, must have 
these two sides: 1. There are evils to be de- 
stroyed and forsaken. The idols must be torn 
down. This is true of the individual; it is also 
true of a nation. If there is to be a real revival 
in America then sinful practices must be for- 
saken. Sam Jones wrote a book called, Quit 
Your Meanness, and this was typical of the 
messages of this evangelist. Jonathan Edwards 
warned people in words of fire. John the Bap- 
tist used plain words when he urged the people 
of his time to repent. 


2. A real reformation, or revival, must not 
end here, however; it must be constructive. 
Jesus tells of the man out of whom were cast 
evil spirits. But his house, although swept and 
garnished, was empty, and it was not long be- 
fore evil spirits took possession again and the 
last state of this man was worse than the first. 
Miss Helen Montgomery, in her fine transla- 
tion of the New Testament, calls this, “The 
Peril of the Empty Heart.” We must put 
something constructive into the heart. Josiah 
did this. D. L. Moody left the Moody Bible 
Institute of Chicago. 
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YOUNG PEOF 











YOUTH PROGRAM FOR SEPTEMBER 1 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANs 


Our Heritage Of Freedom 


Scripture: Proverbs 3:1-10 


Suggested Hymns: 
“Faith of our Fathers” 
“God of our Fathers” 
“Lead on, O King Eternal” 


Program Leader: 

In our programs for the past three weeks we 
have been considering matters of basic honesty 
and human rights from a Christian point of 
view. In this program we want to recognize 
the values of our national heritage. Our nation 
was founded upon Christian principles. Our 
Declaration of Independence and our national 
Constitution exalt truth and human dignity. 
These documents recognize that these blessings 
are to be enjoyed only “under God.” This ap- 
preciation of freedom and the recognition that 
it comes from God make up the most valuable 
part of our national heritage. 


No inheritance is inexhaustable. If a young 
man inherits a million dollars, he can fail to 
appreciate it, he can squander it, or he can 
enjoy it and use it well. So it is with our heritage 
of freedom. It is not merely something to be 
proud of it is a valuable possession 
which we need to understand and to use for 
the glory of God. 


First Speaker: 

We Americans are always tempted to equate 
freedom with independence. We speak of free- 
dom and independence as if they were the same 
thing, but it is not always so. A man who can- 
not swim does not care to be independent of 
his life jacket if he suddenly finds himself in 
deep water. That independence would result 
in a certain kind of freedom, but it would not 
be a very desirable kind. It would be the free- 
dom to drown. No rational person cherishes 
the freedom to perish. Instead of always in- 
sisting on being independent, we willingly make 
ourselves dependent on those things that can 
save us and preserve our happiness and security. 
There is often a more desirable freedom in de- 
pendence than there is in independence. 


The writer of Proverbs had this freedom of 
dependence in mind when he wrote, “Trust in 
the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not 
unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways 
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acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths,” 
We are challenged to be wholly dependent on 
the Lord, and we have the promise that we shall 
enjoy the freedom of His direction. 


The distinction we need to make is between 
dependence on man and dependence on God. 
There are senses in which we need to depend 
on each other. The society in which we live 
demands mutual dependence. We could not 
possibly live the life we do, if we did not de. 
pend on each other for many things. For in- 
stance, how many people had a part in the 
production of the clothing you now wear? You 
depend on them in a very real sense. The same 
thing is true in every phase of our lives. We 
become less isolated and more dependent on 
one another every day that we live. There is 
certainly nothing unwholesome about this kind 
of dependence. 


The thing against which our forefathers re- 
volted was the kind of dependence on others 
which bound their consciences. They resented 
a dependence which robbed them of the dignity 
which God intended for them. We believe they 
were justified in demanding the right to do 
their own thinking and to make their own 
decisions. This is the kind of independence 
which results in truly worthwhile freedom. It 
was not lawlessness which they sought, but the 
right to determine their own laws under God. 
It was this desire for independence within the 
bounds of a higher dependence which made 
the American Revolution a blessing to mankind 
instead of a blot on civilization, as was the 
French Revolution. 


Second Speaker: 

If there is a freedom that comes from being 
independent among men, there is an even great- 
er freedom that comes from making ourselves 
dependent on God. There is a freedom from 
frustration. Many people in our world are over- 
whelmed by a sense of futility in all they do. 
They are unable to see any real purpose in life. 
They do what they do out of a sense of habit 
or duty without being able to see any real value 
in it. They work day after day without know- 
ing or understanding why, and they go and go 
without having any idea where they are going. 
Is it any wonder that a person who looks at 
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| life in this light will engage in all sorts of 
foolish and harmful practices in order to relieve 
the boredom. The person whose life is com- 
mitted to the Lord is not bored. He has a pur- 

for living. He knows where he is going 
and why he does what he does. The person 
who is dependent on the Lord enjoys freedom 
from frustration. If there were more people 
who trusted in the Lord with all their hearts, 
there would be less need for so many to be 
trusting in their psychiatrists. 


The most important freedom we receive 
through trust in the Lord is freedom from sin 
and death. Sin and death make up the most 
insoluble problem that human beings ever have 
to encounter. If we insist on being independent 
with respect to this problem, we can never hope 
to be free. There is a path to freedom from this 
most perplexing of all problems, and it is the 
path of dependence on the God who has pro- 
vided salvation for us in Jesus Christ. When 
the Lord Jesus died in our place on the cross, 
He did for us something we could not do for 
ourselves. He paid the price for our sin with- 





out involving us in the punishment that was 
our due. He died for our sins, and He was 
raised to give us life. The only hope we have 
of being set free from the burden of our sin 
and the penalty of death is to put our depend- 
ence in Christ and in what He has done in 
our stead. We can declare ourselves independent 
of Christ, if we want to. The freedom we gain 
thereby is the freedom to die in our sins. If, 
on the other hand, we declare ourselves de- 
pendent on Christ, we enter immediately into 
the freedom from the power and penalty of sin, 
and the freedom of everlasting life in the pres- 
ence of God. 


Program Leader: 

As we think seriously about our glorious heri- 
tage of freedom, let us rededicate ourselves to 
the wholesome ideas of independence .. . 
ideas which glorify God and recognize the true 
dignity of every man. Even more importantly, 
let us rededicate ourselves to dependence on 
God in all our ways, that we may enjoy more 
fully the perfect freedom which is ours through 
Him. 





NEWS “ 





CHURCHES 77 








CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Rev. Stafford M. Query, to Route 1, Lexington, 
Va. 





The General Fund and 
Interchurch Agencies 


Statement of Receipts 
JAN. 16 - JULY 31, 1957 


THE GENERAL FUND AGENCIES 
Budget for 1957 $893,259.00 
Receipts to date 262,311.54 
Percentage of annual budget 

received to date 29.37% 


Balance needed for the year $630,947.46 
INTERCHURCH AGENCIES 
Budget for 1957 $23,569.00 
Receipts to date 8,367.83 
Percentage of annual budget 

received to date 35.46% 
Balance needed for the year $15,201.17 


E. C. Scott, Treasurer 





REPORT OF JULY 1957 


Budget 1957 $1,518,225.00 


Receipts to date 447,126.92 
Percentage of Annual Budget 

Received to date 29.45 % 
Balance needed for the year 


1,071,098.08 
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World Mission Receipts 


Budget for 1957 $3,500,000.00 
Receipts to date 1,765,704.34 
Percentage of Annual Budget 

received for 1957 50.44% 
Balance needed for 1957 $1,734,295.66 


Dr. John M. Alexander Passes 


Atlanta, Ga.—Dr. John M. Alexander, a leader in 
the field of religious broadcasting, and a pioneer 
in the founding of the Protestant Radio and Tele- 
vision Center in Atlanta, died August 7 in an 
Atlanta hospital after having undergone surgery 
early that same day. 





As early as ten years ago, Dr. Alexander had 
conceived the idea for a radio center to handle 
all the radio work for the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S. With the aid of Agnes Scott College, Dr. 
Alexander began the center in a small room on the 
Decatur campus of the college. 


As the center grew, it became an interdenomi- 
national project, and now is supported by and 
makes radio tapes and films for the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., U.S.A., the Lutheran Church, the 
Methodist Church, and the Episcopal Church. To- 
day more than 300 stations broadcast the Sunday 
morning worship service. 


A few months ago, Dr. Alexander presided at 
the dedication of a new $250,000 television sound 
stage which is described to be the largest south 
of New York, and east of Denver, Colo. The entire 
center is valued at $750,000. 
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A native of Jackson, Miss., Dr. Alexander was 
a graduate of Princeton University and Union 
Theological Seminary in Richmond, Va. He held 
pastorates in Presbyterian Churches in Richmond, 
a Mo.; Birmingham, Ala., and Fayetteville, 


Funeral services were held at the Central Pres- 
byterian Church in Atlanta with Dr. Stuart Oglesby 
and Dr. P. D. Miller officiating. Burial was in 
Jackson, Miss. 


Survivors include his wife; two daughters, Mrs. 
Henry Sharp Jr., of Decatur, and Mrs. G. W. 
Bryan Jr., of Atlanta; a son, Dr. John M. Alex- 
ander Jr., of Berkeley, Calif.; two brothers, James 
A. Alexander of Jackson, Miss., and Dr. H. M. 
Alexander of Fayetteville, Ark.; and four grand- 
children. 


Friends wishing to send remembrances were 
asked by the family that the gifts be sent to the 
Protestant Radio and Television Center in lieu of 
flowers. 





Rev. Robert D. Roulhac 


Thomasville, Ga.—Funeral services were held 
here August 2nd for Rev. Robert D. Roulhac, whose 
death occurred in Detroit, July 29. 


Mr. Roulhac came to serve the Second Presby- 
terian Church here in February 1929, and only 
last August retired to live with a daughter in 
Detroit. Born in Marianna, Florida, Nov. 9, 1889, 
he entered the ministry at an early age, serving 
pastorates in Selma and Tuscaloosa, Alabama, and 
Columbus, Georgia. 


Rev. W. J. Gibson of Jackson, Mississippi, who 
was converted and led into the ministry by Mr. 
Roulhac, led the funeral service, with tribute paid 
by William A. Watt, Elder in the First Presby- 
terian Church, who had been one of the group 
who started the Sunday School for Negro children, 
which later became a church. 


While serving the Thomasville Church, he was 
a long time member of the Inter-racial Committee 
and served as its chairman for one term. 


Survivors are his wife and children, Robert, 
Simeon, Joe, Edgar, Edwin Mary and Ruth. 





GEORGIA 


Douglas—Revival services were held at Bushnell 
Presbyterian Church the week of July 29-August 2, 
with the Rev. Ewell Nelson of McRae as the visiting 
preacher. There were many evidences of the bless- 
ing of the Holy Spirit upon the services, and there 
was rejoicing and weeping when three adults 
accepted Christ and united with the Church. On 
the last evening of the services, a picnic was 
served in the Church yard, and was enjoyed by all. 


A Vacation Bible School was held at Bushnell 
the week of August 5-9. A special feature of the 
School was an adult class which studied the Gospel 
of John. Approximately fifty-five adults and 
children were enrolled in the school. 


Bushnell Presbyterian Chapel is a part of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Douglas, Ga., and was 
begun as an outpost Sunday School some years ago 
under the pastorate of the Rev. Jim Merrin. It 
is located in a rural community about six miles 
from Douglas. It is in the midst of a community 
where there are many families yet to be reached 
for Christ. “Truly the fields are white unto 
harvest.” 
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The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Douglas has recently voted to establish an outpost 
Sunday School in the Sandridge community on the 
suburbs of Douglas. There are about eight fayj. 
lies in this community, with many adults and chil. 
dren to be reached for Christ. 





MISSISSIPPI 


Jackson—The appointment of the Rev. Leonard 
T. Van Horn as acting academic dean of Belhaven 
College has been announced here by the college 
board of trustees. 


The Rev. Van Horn will be associate professor 
of — at Belhaven in addition to his duties 
as dean. 


A native of Nutley, N. J., he has served as prin. 
cipal of schools in New Jersey, and of the Car. 
michael Consolidated School in Clarke County, 
He is an ordained minister of the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., and has served the Bethany Presby. 
terian Church, Covington, Ga., as pastor. 


He is a graduate from the King’s College in New 
York, and received other degrees from Mississippi 
Southern College and Columbia Theological Semi- 
nary in Decatur, Ga. 


Mrs. Van Horn is the former Almyra Miller of 
Hattiesburg, Miss. The Van Horns have three 
children, Paul Henry, Blanche Helen, and Mark. 





Jackson, Miss.—Belhaven College announces the 
appointment of Mrs. Gladys Ray Bueler to the 
position of field representative for the school. 


Mrs. Bueler will be available for personal con- 
ferences with prospective students, their parents, 
school officials and anyone else desiring informa- 
tion about Belhaven. She also will contact alumni 
groups and will help them with organizational 
matters. 


Mrs. Bueler will travel over Mississippi and also 
will make trins into surrounding states. She comes 
to Jackson from Colorado Springs, Colo., where 
she was employed as secretary to the president of 
Colorado College. She is a graduate of the Pea- 
body Conservatory of Music in Baltimore, Md. 





Presbytery of Central Mississippi—The summer 
Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of Central Mis- 
sissippi was held on July 18, at the new West- 
minster church in Vicksburg, Rev. R. C. Duhs, 
minister, with Ruling Elder Emile O. Harder of the 
still newer Briarwood church of Jackson as Mod- 
erator. Chosen as First Nominee for the October 
meeting was Rev. Bert I. Anderson of Jackson’s 
Alta Woods church. 


The Presbytery operated for the first time under 
its recently adopted Standing Rules, approved at 
the April meeting. Also, the Presbytery is now 
using a tentative time schedule as an aid to ex- 
pediting its business. 


Rev. O. M. Anderson, D.D., was received from 
Red River Presbytéry, in which he served for ten 
years until his retirement a few months ago. Be- 
sides this new Minister, formerly a member of this 
Presbytery, six additional ministers have been re- 
ceived or ordained in recent weeks: Rev. Virgil L. 
Bryant, Jr., received from Mississippi Presbytery 
and installed in the Briarwood church; Rev. Jack 
R. Tackett, received from Meridian Presbytery and 
installed in the Ackerman, Bywy, Old Lebanon 
group; James McKenzie Baird, Jr., ordained and 
installed in the Mt. Salus church at Clinton; 
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Andrew H. Bullard, ordained and installed in the 
St. Paul church, Jackson; Norman Edmond Harper, 
ordained and installed in the Wynndale church, 
near Jackson; Robert Lewis Smith, ordained and 
placed as Assistant Minister in Greenwood’s First 
Presbyterian Church. 


The Church Extension Committee reported en- 
couraging progress in organizing new churches and 
in increase of membership. Rev. D. M. Mounger, 
at Jackson, is Executive Secretary for this com- 
mittee. 


At the July meeting two additional candidates 
for the Ministry were enrolled: Robert D. Fitler 
of the host church, and John William Aldridge of 
the Leland church. 


Dr. G. Roland Sims, of the Central church of 
Jackson, will preach the doctrinal sermon at the 
October meeting, on the subject, ‘““The Holy Spirit.” 


At the October meeting, Presbytery will change 
from a bound-book method to a single-sheet method 
for keeping the Register of Ministers, and Dr. 
E. C. Seott, Stated Clerk of the Assembly, will 
bring a message on that occasion of renewal of 
vows. 





Hollandale—The First Presbyterian Church here 
has concluded its third annual “Day Camp” pro- 
gram, in which a hundred boys and girls of the 
community have been enrolled each summer. The 
program, open to boys and girls without regard to 
their church membership, has consisted each year 
of a swimming period, outdoor and indoor games, 
nature walks, a season of singing and a Bible talk, 
lunch, and further recreational activities. 


The boys and girls have been taken each Tuesday 
to the nearby state park, by bus, with one of the 
men of the church as driver. The Minister, Rev. 
W. A. Gamble, and his wife, and various ladies of 
the church, have shared in the supervision of the 
program. Expenses have been covered by contri- 
butions from the members of the Presbyterian 
church, with a few generous gifts also received from 
parents in other churches. 


The local Presbyterian Minister shared in the 
launching of the Hollandale Community Founda- 
tion, and was chosen by the Ministerial Association 
as one of the five directors of this philanthropic cor- 
poration, and by the directors was elected as first 
president of the foundation. The organization is 
chartered by the State of Mississippi to carry on 
a wide variety of undertakings, including help for 
needy persons and families, assistance with college 
expenses, the promotion of parks and playgrounds, 
auu ulmer activities which circumstances seem w 
call for and available resources will permit. A 
bank cashier is treasurer, the City Attorney one 
of the directors, and the foundation has been en- 
darsed by the Mayor, the President of the Bank 
of Hollandale, the President of the Board of 
Supervisors of the county, and others. 





NORTH CAROLINA 


Montreat, August 7 — Dr. J. Rupert McGregor, 
retiring president of the Mountain Retreat Asso- 
clation and Montreat College, was the recipient 
of a new 1957 Buick automobile today. 


Given in appreciation for the ten years of loyal 
and devoted service Dr. McGregor has rendered 
to Montreat, the car was presented to him as a 
highlight of a meeting of the Association’s board 
of trustees. The gift was made possible by trustees 
of the Association, the trustees of Montreat Col- 
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lege, and friends of Montreat as a token of rec- 
ognition of Dr. McGregor’s consecrated leadership 
and Ae esteem in which he and Mrs. McGregor 
are held. 


Those who have followed the rapid and remark- 
able growth of Montreat under Dr. McGregor’s 
guidance know that his services have been out- 
standing. Since 1947, Montreat has grown into 
one of the outstanding church conference grounds 
in America. A splendid conference program fea- 
turing some of the world’s most prominent re- 
ligious leaders each year ministers to the spiritual 
needs of more than 35,000 people. 

The hundreds and thousands of visitors to Mon- 
treat in the future owe much to Dr. McGregor 
and his wife who has so graciously and capably 
filled her role as Montreat’s official hostess. 





Charlotte—The Rev. John Eagen Lake was or- 
dained and installed as pastor of the Providence 
Presbyterian Church of Matthews, N. C., near Char- 
lotte, in a recent service. 


His ordination was the first to take place in the 
190-year-old church. 


Dr. Julian Lake, pastor of th First Presbyterian 
Church in Winston-Salem preached. He is the 
brother of the Rev. Lake, who is a recent graduate 
of Union Seminary in Richmond. 


_His wife is the former Bernice Stroup, who was 
director of Christian Education at Covenant Pres- 
byterian Church in Charlotte before her marriage. 





SOUTH CAROLINA 


Greenwood—The Rev. C. Jerry Hammett was 
recently ordained as a minister of the gospel, and 
installed as pastor of Rock Presbyterian Church in 
Greenwood. 


The service was held in Rock Church, built in 
1815, giving the church its first full-time pastor 
since 1892, and marking a major step in its re- 
activation program. 

Mr. Hammett is the son of Mr. and Mrs. George 


B. Hammett of Kingstree, and is a graduate of 
Columbia Seminary in Decatur, Ga. 





Clinton — A $25,000 gift to the Presbyterian 
College development program, establishing an an- 
nuity as a tribute to Mrs. May H. Wyatt of 
Chickamauga, Ga., was announced recently by 
President Marshall W. Brown. 


He said two PC alumni — Knox Wyatt of 
Rome, Ga., and Henderson Wyatt of Dalton, Ga. — 
and their sisters, Mrs. R. P. Hardeman of Ware 
Shoals, S. C., and Mrs. William McMahan of 
ee set up the fund in honor of their 
mother. 


Mrs. Wyatt also has contributed to this fund 
which assures her a monthly income at the rate 
of 3 per cent annually on the amount paid into it. 

More than one-half of the $25,000 gift already 
has been presented to Presbyterian College. The 
principal, thus, becomes the property of the col- 
lege to be administered as it desires and with 
the arrangement to provide Mrs. Wyatt with a 
monthly income throughout her lifetime. 


President Brown, in expressing appreciation for 
the gift, pointed out that all members of the 
Wyatt family had given generous support to the 
development program earlier during campaigns in 
their respective areas. Knox Wyatt served as 
chairman of the Rome region campaign in the 
spring of 1956. 
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Both Knox and Henderson Wyatt were graduated 
from Presbyterian College in the class of 1931. 
Knox now serves as Georgia state manager of 
the Franklin Life Insurance Company, and Hen- 
derson is a general agent for this organization 
in Dalton. 





Clinton — Work has begun on Presbyterian Col- 
lege’s $22,500 Memorial Student Center. 


W. E. Baker and Son, contractors, moved off 
on schedule to begin preparing the site for the 
foundations of the building. Ten large campus 
oaks fell before the bulldozers might, and now the 
excavation of earth is underway. 


The construction of the two-story building is 
scheduled to take 300 calendar days, which means 
it should be ready for use by next June. 


Presbyterian College will designate the new stu- 
dent center as a memorial to those PC alumni 
who were killed in World War II and the Korean 
War. It is being erected directly across the plaza 
from Spencer Dormitory and is to be styled in 
the Colonial Georgia design which is the architec- 
tural theme of the Presbyterian College campus. 


The building will feature student lounges, post 
office, snack shop, book store and guidance center. 





WEST VIRGINIA 


The Stated Fall meeting of the Presbytery of 
Bluestone will be in the First Presbyterian Church, 
Welch, West Virginia, on September 9 and 10, 
1957. Presbytery will convene at 2:00 P. M. on 
September 9. 














Alabama Synodical Training School News 


The second Synodical Training School for Ala- 
bama since reactivations in 1956 got under way 
June 24th at Huntington College Montgomery, 
with 102 in attendance. 


The weather was perfect except for an occasional 
shower, the dormitory rooms spacious, the food 
delectable and the class rooms air conditioned. 
All these in addition to the fine fellowship and 
excellent faculty made the week one of true spiri- 
tual enrichment, pleasure and knowledge. 


The Bible Hour, one of the highlights of any 
training school, was conducted by Dr. Walter R. 
Courtney, pastor of the First Presbyterian Church 
ae Tennessee. He spoke on the “Life of 

rist.”’ 


Dr. Courtney also led a class in the Minor 
Prophets. 


Faculty members were Mrs. A. R. Craig, Mrs. 
C. Darby Fulton, Mrs. Ben Knox and Mrs. W. A. 
McCutcheon. 


Mrs. Craig, chairman of the Board of Women’s 
Work, taught “Our Presbyterian Belief.” 


Mrs. Fulton, wife of the executive secretary of 
World Missions and a former missionary, taught 
“World Missions.” 


Mrs. Knox, associate director of publication for 
the Board of Women’s Work, taught “Worship.” 
She also held a seminar in “Parliamentary Pro- 
cedure” and in Church Music. On Thursday eve- 
ning, she arranged and conducted a program in 
music. 


Mrs. McCutcheon of Birmingham and a member 
of the Board of Women’s Work, taught “Organi- 
zation and Program of the Women of the Church.” 


Each afternoon there were seminars in all phases 
of women’s work. 


Vesper services each evening were under the 


leadership of Mrs. R. C. Brown, Synodical chair- 
man of Spiritual Growth. 
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Miss Verita Barnett, merchandising manager of 
the book store in Atlanta, supervised the book 
room where the women enjoyed browsing. 


Evening speakers included the Rev. John H. 
Leith, First Presbyterian Church, Auburn; the Rev. 
Henry Russell, Trinity Presbyterian Church, Mont- 
gomery and the Rev. A. C. Winn, Stillman College, 
Tuscaloosa. 


The Planning Committee which arranged the 
School and procured such a fine faculty were Mrs. 
I. F. Reed, chairman and director, Auburn; Mrs. 
William B. Dortch, assistant director and hostess, 
Gadsden; Mrs. J. L. Thweatt, assistant hostess, 
Birmingham; Mrs. E. G. Sheppard, chairman of 
credits, Springville; Mrs. S. D. Godwin, business 
manager and registrar, Montgomery, and Mrs. 
G. B. Clark, Jr., music, Mobile. 


Dean of the School was Mrs. Philip Arrelo, 
Synodical President of Alabama. 


Plans are already in the making for the 1958 
School to be held again at Huntington College 
during the week of June 16-21. It is hoped that 
this will be just as fine a school as 1957, and all 
women of the Alabama Synodical are urged to 
start making plans now to attend. 





Wine in the Bible 


By Sylvia Hope 


“The Bible condones the use of strong drink, 
in moderation,” people say. “Remember how 
Christ turned the water into wine at the wed- 
ding feast. And Paul advised Timothy to take 
a little wine for his stomach’s sake. In those 
days everybody drank wine. Why was it all 
right then, and all wrong now?” 


Drinking people are quick to defend their 
habits with such reminders. Even non-drinkers 
often are bewildered by the apparent conflict 
of their own convictions and the scriptural evi- 
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dence on the subject. Sometimes, with more 
searching of the scriptures, they come across 
the passages that refer to wine as a “mocker,” 
and may be confronted with the thought that 
perhaps the scoffers are right—perhaps the Bible 
is contradictory—perhaps we can prove anything 
by it! 


Except for the witness of the Holy Spirit of 
God, we might close the Book and drift deeper 
into the fog of bewilderment. He tells us that 
God’s Word is Truth. And that Truth cannot 
contradict itself. So we pray for more light 
on this question, and the flicker becomes a 
steady glow, stronger and stronger, penetrating 
the fog, bringing facts into focus 


The Bible was written specifically for the 
people who lived in the times when Jesus Christ 
lived on earth—but not solely for them. The 
Bible was written specifically for the people 
of today—but not solely for us. Perhaps the 
most miraculous characteristic of God’s Written 
Word is that it applies equally to men and 
women of every age in the history of the world. 


In Bible times and in Bible countries, people 
lived much more primitively than now. In 
many inhabited places there was no water suit- 
able for drinking, and the people had not 
learned how to purify it, or to keep it pure. 
The juices of some fruits and berries were 
harmless when used as a beverage. Others might 
be poisonous. The people could not always tell 
the difference between them. 


They had learned that the juice of the grape 
could be distilled into wine and thus made 
pure for drinking. They had learned also that 
this wine had certain medicinal properties 
which were a boon to mankind. 


Wine became to these people a symbol of 
purity and strength. 


When Christ spoke to the people He spoke 
to them in a language they could understand. 
In performing His first miracle, by changing 
water into wine, He demonstrated to the people 
His power to change impurity into purity, weak- 
ness into strength, death into life. 


This does not mean that He stooped to any 
sort of compromise. It simply means that He 
took into consideration the fact that in the 
matter of scientific achievement the human race 
was in its infancy. And He dealt with it ac- 
cordingly. Exactly as we would deal with a 
baby today in quite a different way than with 
an adult. 


A normal, healthy baby may not be able to 
stand on its feet. An adult who cannot stand 
on his feet is not normal or healthy. A normal, 
healthy baby may cry for an hour because he 
is hungry or sleepy. There is something wrong 
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with an adult who would do that. A normal, 
healthy baby may need a pacifier in his mouth 
to keep him happy. An adult had better get 
along without one if he values his position in 
society. 


It was expedient, in the infancy of the human 
race, for men to marry their nieces or their 
sisters. The reasons are obvious. Such marriages 
today are not necessary because of the multiplied 
population on the earth. They are not safe 
eugenically because of the multiplied sins and 
diseases of the population. 


It is not difficult for reasonable people to 
understand why intermarriage of brothers and 
sisters was good for one generation and bad for 
another. Why is it so difficult for them to un- 
derstand that wine could be good for one gen- 
eration and bad for another? 


Why do men and women of today wish to 
behave and be treated as babies? Why don’t 
we stop our superficial scanning of the Bible and 
begin to study it earnestly and prayerfully, that 
we may know, beyond any doubt, what is God’s 
will for us in our times? 





Acceptance 


I walked today where Jesus walked, 
A path I had not known— 
Thorns of grief and deep distress 
Were mine to bear alone. 


The echo of my troubled prayers 

To stay the need for loss 

Returned to chide the tears now spent 
And in their stead was dross. 


I sought a Garden there to pray 
For strength to chart my course— 
And in its silent quietude 
Realized no other source 


Could lift the heart and light the way 
To brighter realms of living— 

For grief, and loss, and sacrifice 
Are His own way of giving. 


Bessie Braid Redish 





More Prayer 


“More ships!”” some cry; “more guns!” 
“More fighters in the air! ” 
But, wise the king who adds, 
“More prayer!” 
Remember, angels use 
This ancient thoroughfare; 
So keep their highway clear— 
More prayer! 
One day will not suffice 
To meet time’s wear and tear, 
Each hour of life must see 
More prayer! 
Again and yet again, 
The scrolls of God declare: 
“The deepest need of men— 
More prayer!” 


—Author Unknown 
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Editor’s note re author of the following letter: 

Manly F. Miner is the eldest son of the late Jack 
Miner; O. B. E., Canadian naturalist, who became world 
famous as the founder of the Jack Miner Bird Sanctuary 
and the. game refuge system of the country. To the 
Christian world he became known as the man who used 
the birds as missionaries by placing an aluminum band 
on their legs with not only his name and post office 
address but also a verse of scripture stamped deeply 
in. the band. Some day Manly F. Miner will write a 
story, for this publication entitled “Birds as Missionaries.” 


To the Editor: 


Although I will be sixty years of age in a few 
weeks, but I quite understand when our Catholic 
friends say, “Give me a child till he or she is seven 
and that child will always be a Catholic.” I can 
truly say, give me a child till he or she is seven 
and get the Methodist training I had, that child will 
be. a Methodist and I think that applies to all 
denominations especially where the parents are de- 
vout Christians and true to their faith not only 
on Sunday but during the week. 


I tell you the above so you can rejoice with me 
over what I am about to tell you. 


In Detroit which is only thirty miles from my 
home in Kingsville, Ontario, on Woodward Avenue 
which is the main street of the city, the active 
Episcopal Church known as. St. Paul’s Cathedral 
is located and it is a well known fact that in late 
years it has become very spiritual minded as we 
old Methodists would term it. Not that it like 
all other churches was not doing a great Christian 
work in the community but we always looked 
upon St. Paul’s Episcopal Church with its several 
altars as “High Church” and serving its people 
according to the light given its leaders. 


During the early ‘summer we saw advertised or 
should I say annotinced on the church page of 
the Detroit Sunday papérs where special healing 
meetings were being held in St. Paul’s Cathedral 
— healing both spiritual and physical — and my 
wife and I quietly made our way to the Sunday 
evening service where we not only found plenty 
of ushers awaiting to find us a seat but also the 
two junior canons or pastors instead of being 
in hiding until the service started, were both there 
to personally- welcome -strangers,.to become ac- 
quainted and to usher us to our seats. No church 
ever gave a stranger such a warmth of welcome. 


To our delight and amazement the church, 
which would seat between 1,000 and 2,000 people, 
was filled while all the other churches of all 
denominations on a Sunday night for blocks around 
were closed. It is a well known fact that many 
of the so called elite of Detroit attend this Ca- 
thedral, many of whom are the outstanding citizens 
of the city. As I looked around I saw Dr. Frank J. 
Sladen, physician in chief of the Henry Ford Hos- 
pital and a very devout Christian and active lay- 
man in the Grosse Pointe Memorial Presbyterian 
Church. I only mention him to show you the rank 
and file of Detroit who were there. 


With approximately 1,500 more or less people 
in the auditorium it has been a long time since 
I was in such a spiritual meeting because the 
preacher gave an altar call as they sang the invi- 
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tation hymn. The altar call was in the form of 
spiritual reconsecration and physical healing by 
laying on of hands and to my surprise and with 
an overjoyed heart fully one half stood and made 
their way to the aisles to go forward, and as the 
altar would only hold approximately 100 people 
it was near 11 P. M. before they in turn could 
all get to the altar and kneel while the preacher 
put his hand on each person’s head and said a 
personal prayer for each one and as [ left, the two 
vestry. men spoke to us and shook hands and said, 
“God bless you.” 


I never saw such a thing in an Episcopalian 
Church in my life — why, I was never in a Wes- 
leyan Methodist meeting in my life where an in- 
vitation to 1,500 people was given and fully one 
half went forward. Even the United Church of 
Canada to which I belong, if someone said, “God 
bless you,” as we went out they would either get 
the police or doctor to examine their heads. 


I only tell you this because I feel the thanks 
goes back to “Billy” Graham and, further back, 
to Almighty God because when “Billy” Graham 
was in Detroit his meetings had no more devout 
a listener and attender than the Very Reverend 
John A. Weaver, Dean of St. Paul’s Cathedral 
at. 201 East Kirby and Woodward Avenue, Detroit. 
I say no man, whether he be a clergyman or lay- 
man could sit at the feet of “Billy” Graham night 
after night and not become more spiritual minded 
and want his life to count more for Christ. 


Imagine a crowd of 1,500 more or less and fully 
750 more or less go forward and kneel at this 
Episcopalian altar while the preacher put his hand 
on their head and prayed with and for them! I 
like other Christians thank God for the leadership 
being given by Dean Weaver because that con- 
gregation cannot be termed what some people 
call “crack pots.” 


--—-~ BOOK S~—~~ 


THE HENRIETTA MEARS STORY. Barbara 
Hudson Powers. Fleming H. Revell Co. $2.50. 


The life of Henrietta Mears is a marvelous 
demonstration of what one person can do to change 
the world when. that person puts her life in the 
hands of God and His will with her will. 


Henrietta Mears wanted to go to Japan. Instead 
she found herself called to train leaders and to 
nurture the spiritual growth in thousands who 
could go in her place and penetrate the world with 
the gospel of Christ. As Director of Christian Edu- 
cation at the First Presbyterian Church in Holly- 
wood,- California, she served in developing the 
Sunday School from 400 to 6,500. This book re- 
veals the secrets of her spiritual success—the spir- 
tual principles she has discovered and used. 





PLAIN TALK ABOUT LOVE AND SEX. William 
W. Orr. Scripture Press. 30c. 


The Bible is a great authoritative textbook on 
sex, says the author, for God is the creator of 
men and women and God is the author of the 
Bible. This book is a discussion of the good ways 
of God for true sex happiness. It is a little book 
that will be of great benefit to boys and girls who 
want to know the Christian truth on this subject. 
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